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In the beginning of 2015 a friend suggested that I take a look at the work of a promising young artist from
the Phoenix, Arizona area who had recently moved to New York City. That same day, a gallery associate
and I looked at Jake Fischer’s work on my large Mac computer screen and what we saw impressed and
intrigued the both of us.

I immediately called Jake and asked him to come by the gallery and bring some paintings with him so we
could see them in person. Last summer, the gallery exhibited several of his works with quite a favorable
response. Soon thereafter we began discussing with Jake what steps would be needed to mount a solo
exhibition.

Over the following 6 to 8 months, Jake continued to work, rework and refine the surfaces of his paintings.
When I went to visit his studio in early spring, his work had progressed beautifully and I knew we were
ready to proceed with his show.

Jake’s New York premiere exhibition, Between Light, features 20 oil paintings.Four works in the show
portray scenes from his suburban Phoenix home. Sixteen paintings capture nocturnal vignettes from his
new neighborhood in Washington Heights, New York City. The transition between these two locales
appears seamless. This is most likely due to Jake’s concern that his work be seen as “anti-narrative as
representational paintings can be.”

Influenced by Whistler and Caravaggio, Jake’s flair for mystery and use of high-contrast forms reflect a
keen interest in watching older black-and-white films, especially film noir.

Jake wants the viewer to provide the narrative. Light mirrors perception, dark facilitates reflection. Each
image, shape and brush stroke serves to capture a unique moment.

I hope you enjoy viewing these new works as much as I do in presenting them!

Island Weiss
May 2016
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